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Call for Artists: Revised 
RFP Re-released: October 21, 2021 
Responses due: November 14, 2021, at 8 PM PST  
Artist Compensation: $1,250 
Application link: Public Life: Green Stormwater Infrastructure Artist Application 

Project Overview 
The Capitol Hill EcoDistrict seeks artists to design rain paint murals for four locations in Capitol Hill, 
Seattle. Intended to visually represent the flow of water as it hits pavement, each street mural will speak 
to the history of auto row in the Capitol Hill neighborhood, the impacts of climate change, and the 
community resilience needed to address them. Artists should hold a consciousness that this land is the 
traditional homeland of the Coast Salish people, and the built environment we see today reflects the 
labor of many peoples of color. Artists will create a digital rendering of a mural repeatable by stencil 
based on their visual interpretation of the neighborhood’s water story. Successful applicants will be 
selected by a panel of local artists. 

Capitol Hill EcoDistrict Background  

The Capitol Hill EcoDistrict is a community-driven effort that promotes a socially equitable, 
environmentally resilient, and culturally vibrant neighborhood. We focus on making our densely 
populated community livable and sustainable for all people by piloting new and innovative ideas at the 
neighborhood level that can then be scaled throughout the city or region. 

In 2019, the Capitol Hill EcoDistrict embarked on equitable public life planning for Capitol Hill. Public life 
refers to the aspects of human activity which occur in public – the connections and interactions between 
people in public spaces as well as between people and public spaces. The quality of public life is 
determined by both the quality of those interactions and of the public space that supports them.  

Green Stormwater Infrastructure (GSI) Pilot Project 
Capitol Hill EcoDistrict has partnered with the Seattle 2030 District to launch a green stormwater 
infrastructure (GSI) pilot project as a public life activation. GSI activations around Capitol Hill, such as 
rain paint murals, speak to the story of unmanaged, polluted stormwater flows. Unmanaged, polluted 
stormwater is the biggest threat to water quality in Puget Sound and to the species that call it home. GSI 
methods, such as cisterns, trees, rain gardens, bioswales, and permeable pavers offer many benefits, 
including providing habitat to birds and pollinators, reducing urban heat islands, mitigating flooding, 
reducing air pollution, and improving our community's health by providing green spaces for all to enjoy.  

The GSI Pilot Project is designed to create an interactive educational experience for community 
members. Elements of this project include an Ecological Scavenger Hunt and the creation of GSI street 
murals. These street murals will be painted with water-activated rain paint.  

This project is an EcoDistrict public life activation. On November 10, 2021, the Capitol Hill EcoDistrict will 
host a community forum to begin a public life visioning dialogue with our community.  

 

http://www.capitolhillecodistrict.org/
https://forms.gle/9NmgqMiK5ZCj8Ehu6
https://forms.gle/9NmgqMiK5ZCj8Ehu6
https://rain.works/
https://labs.geocaching.com/goto/caphillstormwater
https://www.capitolhillecodistrict.org/community-forum-21
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Project Details  

Selected designs will be converted to laser-cut stencils and applied to one of four slightly graded roads 
or sidewalks in Capitol Hill. Each mural will span 8-16 feet by 40-100 feet, depending on the site. While 
art submissions do not need to be to scale, artists should consider the size and scope of the final product 
when creating their pieces. Designs may be created as repeatable stencils.  

Once stencils have been created, designs will be applied onto the street or sidewalk using Rainworks 
Invisible Spray 2.0. Selected artists may need to make minor revisions to their initial designs to comply 
with the project’s laser design guidelines and scope. Artists will have the option to but are not required 
to be present during street painting. The piece will be accompanied by a QR code sign directing to a 
webpage that will display the artist's name, artist statement, and social media links. 

One submission per artist is allowed. All submissions should be either JPEG or PDF files. The EcoDistrict 
will select site locations for final designs based on best fit considering size and scope for the stencil in 
each location.  

Mural site locations include:  

• East Olive Street & 11th Avenue (Crosswalks connecting E Olive St.) 
• East Pike Street between Harvard Avenue & Boylston Avenue (Sidewalk next to Redhook 

Brewlab) 
• East Howell Street between Broadway & Nagle Place (Adjacent to Cal Anderson Park) 
• Barbara Bailey Way (East John Street at Broadway East, next to Capitol Hill Light rail station) 

If you would be interested in joining a walking tour of Capitol Hill that highlights the four locations, 
please email bbradford@communityrootshousing.org.  

Application Materials 
The application can be found at this link - Public Life: Green Stormwater Infrastructure Artist Application. 
For this application, we will ask you to provide the following materials: 

1. Statement of Interest: In 250 words or less, provide a statement that explains your relationship 
to Capitol Hill and why this project and its themes and focus are of interest to you. 

2. Artist Statement: In 200 words or less, introduce your work and summarize your vision for a rain 
paint mural that captures Capitol Hill's culture, history, and water story. 

3. Art Submission:  

a. A portfolio or samples of previous work in JPEG or PDF format, OR 
b. an original black-and-white design in JPEG or PDF format. If selected, artists will convert 

their designs into vector art (AI, Corel, or EPS) that will be used to create a laser-cut 
stencil.  

Artists of all experience levels are encouraged to apply—one submission per artist. Questions about the 
application are welcome and will be answered individually until noon on November 12, 2021. All 
questions should be sent to bbradford@communityrootshousing.org. 

 

http://www.capitolhillecodistrict.org/
https://rain.works/
https://rain.works/
mailto:bbradford@communityrootshousing.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1EzWDNsKF2C4cVOtjpjc83Ff9q2UVnd76zdpRFI2Jrwg/edit
mailto:bbradford@communityrootshousing.org
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Art Selection and Implementation Process 
Applications Due: November 14, 2021, at 5 PM 

A panel of local artists will select four submissions. Panelists will give equal weight to portfolios and 
submitted designs.  

Notification of Selected Artists: November 22, 2021 

Selected artists will have four weeks to work with the EcoDistrict team to develop and adjust their 
designs to fit their designated site. 

Compensation 

Upon delivering the final vector design, artists will be compensated in the form of a one-time payment 
of $1,250. 

Additional Resources  

• Capitol Hill EcoDistrict Website  
• Seattle 2030 District Website  
• Rain Activated Art - YouTube 
• Capitol Hill Ecological Scavenger Hunt 
• Case Study: Capitol Hill Ecological Scavenger Hunt  

 

http://www.capitolhillecodistrict.org/
https://www.capitolhillecodistrict.org/
https://www.2030districts.org/seattle
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1FTKS-dXC2o
https://labs.geocaching.com/goto/caphillstormwater
https://promotions.geocaching.com/2030districts

